Portal thrombosis due to intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma following successful treatment for hepatocellular carcinoma.
A 57-year-old man, who had undergone hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy with right portal occlusion for hepatocellular carcinoma was admitted to our hospital because of severe abdominal pain. Contrast-enhanced computed tomograms revealed that most areas of the liver were not enhanced, a finding suspicious for perfusion disturbance in the liver. Angiography revealed an interrupted right hepatic artery. Arterial portograms revealed complete obstruction of the right portal vein and a small left branch of the portal vein. Despite anticoagulant therapy with urokinase for portal vein thrombosis, the patient died from hepatorenal failure. Autopsy revealed that cholangiocarcinoma occupied almost the entire parenchyma of the right lobe, although the treated hepatocellular carcinoma lesion was completely necrotic. The right hepatic artery was obstructed due to direct invasion of tumor. There were diffuse thrombi in the left portal branches surrounded by tumor infiltrating along Glisson's sheath to the peripheral portion of the left lobe.